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Preface

Splunk Enterprise Software (“Splunk”) is probably the single most powerful tool for searching and exploring data that you will ever encounter. We wrote this book to provide an introduction to Splunk and all it can do. This book also serves as a jumping off point for how to get creative with Splunk.

Splunk is often used by system administrators, network administrators, and security gurus, but its use is not restricted to these audiences. There is a great deal of business value hidden away in corporate data that Splunk can liberate. This book is designed to reach beyond the typical techie reader of O’Reilly books to marketing quants as well as everyone interested in the topics of Big Data and Operational Intelligence.

About This Book

The central goal of this book is to help you rapidly understand what Splunk is and how it can help you. It accomplishes this by teaching you the most important parts of Splunk’s Search Processing Language (SPL™). Splunk can help technologists and businesspeople in many ways. Don’t expect to learn Splunk all at once. Splunk is more like a Swiss army knife, a simple tool that can do many powerful things.

Now the question becomes: How can this book help? The short answer is by quickly giving you a sense of what you can do with Splunk and pointers on where to learn more.

But isn’t there already a lot of Splunk documentation? Yes:

•If you check out http://docs.splunk.com, you will find many manuals with detailed explanations of the machinery of Splunk.

•If you check out http://splunkbase.com, you will find a searchable database of questions and answers. This sort of content is invaluable when you know a bit about Splunk and are trying to solve common problems.

This book falls in between these two levels of documentation. It offers a basic understanding of Splunk’s most important parts and combines it with solutions to real-world problems.
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