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To the Student




Can you understand, speak, read, and write basic English? Do you want to learn about the customs, government, and history of the states and cities of the United States of

America in simplified English? Then this intermediate level of About the U.S.A. is the right book for you.

The information in this book will help you to understand basic concepts and vocabulary in talking about your own country and city to other speakers of English.

We hope that you enjoy working with this book. As you grow stronger in your use of English, you will be able to read and understand more that is written in English about other countries and share your own views and opinions in English.
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To the Instructor





About the U.S.A. is an intermediate level book for indi viduals who have some level of proficiency in under- standing, speaking, reading, and writing the English language. The book is based on curriculum outlines developed by the Los Angeles Community College District (LACCD) and the Los Angeles County CommunityCollegeConsortiumforAmnesty(LACCCCA). The information in the program is derived largely from threetextsissuedbythefederalgovernment:UnitedStates History 1600-1987, U.S. Government Structure, and Citizenship Education and Naturalization Information (U.S. Department of Justice, Immigration and Naturalization Service, 1987).

Based on proven ESL/EFL methodology in language skills instruction (primarily listening, speaking, and




reading), About the U.S.A. is designed for use in intermediate EFL/ESL courses as well as in general civics instruction in high schools and colleges. The history, government, and citizenship materials of the program are divided into nine numbered units, each subdivided into several lettered modules. The mod ules can be presented in the order in the book or they may easily be used in any desired order.

We hope that you enjoy working with this book. Please allow ample opportunity for students to use their new knowledge to ask questions and try to articulate their own thoughts and ideas in English about their respec tive countries and cities or about the U.S.















Also to the Instructor
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	1

	Symbols and Holidays
	UNIT
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Module 1A:
	American Symbols
	 
	 
	 

	 
	The Flag of the United States
	 
	 
	 

	A
	 
	 
	 

	1.
	 
	This is the British (English) flag. Before the American Revolution,

	 
	 
	it was the flag of the thirteen American colonies.
	 
	 

	2.
	 
	This was the “Great Union Flag.” It was the flag of the American

	 
	 
	army during the Revolutionary War. The flag of England was in

	 
	 
	the corner. The red and white stripes were symbols for the thir

	 
	 
	teen American colonies.
	 
	 
	 

	3.
	 
	Some people say that Betsy Ross made the first American flag. In

	 
	 
	the corner, there were thirteen white stars in a field of blue. The

	 
	 
	new flag also had seven red stripes and six white stripes.

	4.
	 
	During the War of 1812 the flag had fifteen stars and fifteen

	 
	 
	stripes for the fifteen states. After a battle Francis Scott Key

	 
	 
	wrote a song about the American flag. The “Star-Spangled Ban

	 
	 
	ner” became the national anthem of the United States.
	 
	 

	5.
	 
	The United States grew and admitted more states to the Union.

	 
	 
	Now the flag has thirteen stripes for the thirteen original colonies

	 
	 
	and fifty stars for the fifty states.
	 
	 
	 

	6.
	 
	American citizens and immigrants sometimes recite the Pledge of



Allegiance to the flag. The pledge is a promise of loyalty to the

United States.

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

“I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”
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