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Exercise 1. Use the proper article. Point out the nouns which denote an object (or a person) already mentioned.

1. She smiled. ... smile was perhaps ... result of ... long practice; she hardly moved her mouth. 2. My clothes were my Sunday best: ... light grey suit, ... plain grey tie,... plain grey socks and ... brown shoes.

... shoes were the most expensive I’d ever possessed. 3. It was so nice of you to buy these books for me. I gathered up ... heavy volumes and looked round for somewhere to put them. 4. It was Ashley’s birthday and Melanie gave him ... surprise reception that night. Everyone knew about... reception, except Ashley. 5. Mr Polteed unlocked ... drawer, produced ... memorandum, ran his eyes over it, and locked ... drawer up again. 6. “Bring ... bottle of Scotch and ... ice bucket for Mr Hopkins,” Helen said.

After ... maid had brought ... bottle of Scotch and ... ice bucket, Hopkins filled his glass and took ... long drink.

Exercise 2. Use the proper article. Point out the nouns which have a limiting attribute.

1. Her brother belonged to ... same club we did. 2. That’s ... rarest occurrence I ever saw in my life. 3. ...

attempt to persuade them left him exhausted. 4. In ... corner of ... room was ... wash-basin with ... hot and cold water. 5. ... thought of Medhurst went out of his mind swiftly. 6. He laid his hand upon ... chair, which stood in ... middle of... room. 7. He took... cigarette that I had carefully rolled up for myself and went.

8. He was... most extraordinary lad I ever came across. 9….news

he had conveyed would have horrified ... most women. 10. She looked with ... eager hungry eyes at...

bread, ... meat and ... beer that ... landlady brought. 11. I picked up ... morning paper which had fallen from my hand and resumed my perusal of ... morning news. 12. I had ... privilege of meeting your mother and dad there. 13. “I like you,” he said. It was ... very strange remark and ... old pipe he was smoking fell on ... floor.

14. At half past nine ... last patient left... surgery. 15. It was ... most successful party I had ever attended. 16. ... thrill of that moment was unbelievable. 17. Anyway it was ... Saturday of ... football game with Saxon Hall. 18.1 asked ... question I feared to ask. 19.1 took ... bottle I wanted and went off with it.

Exercise 3. Use the proper article. Pay attention to the use of the definite article when the context or the whole situation makes it clear which object (or person) is meant.

1. ... trees swayed to and fro under ... grey sky. 2. ... air tasted fresh and clean with that special smell, like good bread-and-butter, which means that ... open country is near at hand. 3. “This is St Clair Road,” she said as ... taxi turned up ... long steep hill. 4. Could you tell me where you’ve put ... money? 5. “Now, Laura,” said her mother quickly, “come with me into ... smoking-room.” 6. “How did you like ... film?” she asked. 7. She hurried in again and found ... water almost boiled away. 8. How is ... weather? I suppose it’s as hot as in the Gobi. 9. ... small station was dimly lit by two square lamps. 10. Chance entered ... cabin. Arlie was sitting on ... bed, her eyes wide with ... fright. 11. He slammed down ... phone without waiting for ... answer.

Exercise 4. Explain the use of the definite article.

1. As I started up the stairs the concierge knocked on the glass of the door of her lodge. 2. I went in search of Poirot, and found him talking to the lean-faced young man who had been the late Mr







Bleibner’s secretary. 3. It is the universal opinion that the turning point of the Conference will be the strong personality of the Prime Minister. 4. It was one of those still November days, when the air is haunted with the light of summer, and something in the lines of the landscape recalled to her the September afternoon, when she climbed the slopes of Bellemont with Selden. 5. The station was at the centre of the eastern quarter of Warley. 6. Will you pack my things for me? I want the little suitcase as

I’ll be away only one night. 7. He was enjoying the conversation about tennis and all. 8. As we stood on the steps, we felt the smell of fallen leaves coming from the garden.

9. I pulled the peak of my hunting hat around to the front for a change. 10. The approach to the gateway was deep and muddy. 11. Now the only thing to do is to admit the error. 12. Every portrait that is painted with feeling is a portrait of the artist, not the sitter. 13. The gulf that lay between us was wider now that it had ever been. 14. A moment later she pulled back the bolt of the bedroom door and then turned the key and opened the door and stood on the landing outside. 15. I hit the button on the clock so hard that I knocked the thing off the bedside table. 16. She was as pleased as he at the unexpected news, but for a rather different reason.

Exercise 5. Use the proper article. Pay attention to the use of the article with the noun predicative.

1. Benton was ... pretty little village with ... definite character of its own. 2. How long have you been ...

secretary? 3. It was ... lovely landscape. It was idyllic, poetical and it inspired me. 4. “I am ... sportsman,” I said. “Rowing is my favourite sport.” 5. This is ... terrible thing for you, my poor child. 6. To look at Montmorency you would imagine that he was ... angel sent upon ... earth. 7. She was ... small woman, ...

little shorter than Roy and considerably thinner. 8.1 am ... old man who is afraid of no one. 9. ... town of Windsor is ... typically English town. 10. He was ... pretty baby and then ... good-looking child. 11. Jan’s hand between his was ... anchor holding him steady in ... world they had built together. 12. Every time I meet you you’re ... different person. — That’s probably because you’re ... different person too. 13. It is

... exceedingly bad little painting. One of ... worst I have ever seen. 14. She is ... most honest person I think I’ve ever met. 15. When Doctor Lewellyn retires I might be ... head doctor in his place. 16. This was

... warmly carpeted, restful, sunny room with ... superb view of ... river. 17. I think it is ... place I will choose. 18. ... human being is ... wonderful thing. 19. I was ... editor of our college paper. 20. All Edward wants at this moment is ... change of ... clothes and ... meal.

Exercise в. Use the proper article. Pay attention to the use of the article with the noun object.

1. Soon he bought himself ... house on ... hills in Java and married ... pretty little Javanese. 2. Phuong was drinking ... glass of ... orange juice and we sat in silence, content to be together. 3. He wore ... steel helmet which threw ... shadow over his eyes. 4. They must have ... roof to cover them, ... house to shelter them. 5. She was wearing ... black skirt and ... bright red blouse of ... very fine poplin. 6. Doreen stood adjusting ... white hat on ... dark brown hair that framed ... pretty, pointed face. 7. He bought ...

cup of ... tea and ... sandwich, poured ... milk into ... thick cup watching it mingle with ... black liquid. 8. He ordered himself ... bacon and ... eggs, and ... tea, then sat back and tried to read ... Sunday paper. 9. I had ... extraordinary dream last night. 10. It is necessary that you should conduct ... thorough investigation and submit... report upon it.

11. She cut ... slice of her famous boiled ham and made Christine eat ... soft bread sandwich. 12. He meant to buy ... house and ... motor car. 13. He had ... grey hair, ... sanguine face, ... lively eyes, ...

twisting eyebrows. 14. She had on ... simple yellow dress and ... big floppy hat she had worn when they






arrived on Tuesday. 15. He made ... spontaneous decision. 16. Then she brought me ... large bowl of ...

soup and I finished it every drop.

Exercise 7. Use the proper article. Pay attention to the use of the article with the noun in apposition.

1. After my mother died, my father,... travelling man, sent me to live with his cousins. 2. Sometimes Herbert, ... big boy of sixteen now, would challenge another kite-flyer. 3. Hautin, ... lawyer by profession, had business dealings in the town.

2. Maidenhead,... river resort, is one of... loveliest reaches of... River Thames. 5. His father, ...

missionary, was killed in ... uprising. 6. Here is Doctor Sheppard,... close friend of poor Roger’s. 7. Hopkin’s car, ... black Cadillac five years old, was driven by ... ageing Negro chauffeur. 8. I’ve arranged for you to call tomorrow on a friend of his, ... editor. 9. They live in Lynton,... small village in Devonshire. 10. On ... way across ... river he chatted to ... boatman, ... local man. 11. After weeks of ... worry with ...

servants Christine chanced on Mrs Bennett, ... widow of forty, clean and hard-working, who because of her daughter,... child of seven, had found it almost impossible to find ... job. 12. On his first day he went round with Doctor Eustace Thoroughgood, ... elderly man of fifty, well under ... middle height ... . Under

... existing system, ... survival of ... old traditions, he was “responsible” for Andrew and for Doctor Milligan. 13. Sunday came fine, as she had hoped, ... soft spring day. 14. He rushed into ... little back yard of ... house,... small well of ... darkness beneath ... stars.

15. Then ... second case came in, ... woman of forty-five, Miss Basden, one of ... most faithful of his followers.

Exorcise 8. Use the proper article. Pay attention to the use of the article with the names of meals.

1. They got ... hearty breakfast from ... crew. 2. ... dinner was to be at seven,... concert from eight to ten,... supper from ten to eleven. 3. ... lunch was excellent, but I noticed that Isabel ate very little. 4. They arrested him after ... breakfast. 5. At this point ... maid announced that ... supper was served and Gilbert took his departure. 6. I was anxious to have ... good comfortable breakfast ready before I called Joe. 7. Sometimes he took me out to ... dinner or ... theatre. 8. After ... supper she proposed ... stroll in

... park to enjoy ... pleasant evening. 9. Bart waved his hand in ... ironic farewell. “Thanks for ...

breakfast.” 10. I’m going to find ... place for ... lunch. 11. There’s ... bus after ... lunch. That suits you? 12.

... dinner was as good as it looked and smelled.

13. That’s ... best dinner I’ve had in years. 14. He followed her into ... front room, where ... supper had been cleared from ... table. 15. “Now about... supper,” said John, after ... excitement had died down. 16. I thought I might give ... little dinner next week - just for you and Denny and Hope. 17. After ...

dinner when coffee was brought in, ... talk became medical. 18. That evening Denny arrived, as he had promised, for ... supper. 19. Tonight they are giving him ... farewell dinner and everyone will be there.

20. I’ve got ... lecture at nine, so I should want ... breakfast at ... quarter past eight. 21. He had ...

miserable lunch all alone. 22. She smiled at him. “Wash your hands and clean up. ... supper is ready.”

23.1 do think you might have caught... earlier train from Cambridge. I cooked ... special dinner for you to welcome you come. All your favourite things. 24. “You sit down,” she said. “I’ll cook you ... big breakfast.”

Exercise 9. Use the proper article. Pay attention to the use of the article with nouns denoting the parts of the day.






1. It was ... hot day and there were many flies in ... room. 2. At ... dusk, on ... evening of St

Valentine’s Day Boldwood sat down to ... supper as usual. 3. ... morning was perfect but there was ...

suggestion of ... approaching storm in ... air. 4. It was ... blue night with ... full moon hanging over ... city. 5. ... day had been fine and warm, but at ... coming of ... night ... air grew cold. 6. Even in ... broad day she looks beautiful. 7. He awoke in ... morning, feeling that something was wrong. 8. Don’t give me ...

milk. You know I hate it at this time of ... day. 9. It was mad, she knew, to let him go and play ... organ at this hour of ... night. 10. On ... day of his departure we had no classes.

11. On ... warm September evening he strolled idly to ... river.

12. ... dawn was breaking among ... olives, silvering their still leaves. 13. I came to Warley on ... wet September morning. 14. It was ... pleasant evening, warm and still. 15. When we started it was already

... morning. 16. ... next day, which was Friday, we got them all together, and met in ... evening to pack. 17. I feared to see him on ... day which followed this sleepless night. 18. The expected Monday was ...

	wild wet morning. 19.
	... night was cloudy and still very dark. 20. ... next day his knee was badly swollen.

	21. He spent most of ...
	evening in ... morning-room, playing ... bridge.



22. It was ... worse-than-usual night.

Exercise 10. Use the proper article. Pay attention to the use of the article with the nouns bed, school, town, hospital.

a) 1. She went up to ... bed and took her sleeping child.

2. I saw ... bed made up for me, and placed ... candle on ... old-fashioned chest of drawers. 3. He sprang out of ... bed, had ... cold bath and then had another look at ... watch.

4.1 found ... edge of ... bed in ... dark and sat down on it and started putting on my shoes. 5. He hasn’t been to ...bed all night. 6. When he went to ... bed he kept his thoughts on her. 7. She went into

... little dark room — her room was like ... cupboard — and sat down on ... bed. 8. Jan lay in ... narrow hospital bed and tried to adjust herself to her new surroundings.

b) 1. He and his daughters walked up ... steps of ... school and entered ... narrow high-ceilinged hall. 2. It was ridiculous to feel that he had to send his children to ... private school. 3. They had two children, one of them still at ... school, ... other in her first year at ... university. 4. I must get used to getting up early. When I get home there will be my little girl to get ready for ... school. 5. Under normal circumstances you would have become ... head boy of ... school.

6. Then ... day came when I had to go back to ... school.

7. Richard’s grandfather insisted that he attend ... law school, following ... family tradition. 8. When he was thirteen, he was sent to ... High School in the County Town.

c) 1. When we get back to ... town we’ll get ... doctor to see your throat. 2. “If I met you on ...

beach at ... midnight in that green get-up, I’d swear you were ... mermaid come to ... town.” — “...

mermaids don’t come to ... town,” she said laughing. 3. He looked clean and brushed; he was going to ...

town for ... day. 4. ... Post Office clock was just striking seven, when we drove out of ... town and took ...

sea-coast road. 5. We could hear ... voices of ... men from ... town, talking loudly together. 6. They were

chasing round ... town while she waited for them. 7. You see, Chris, even in quite ... small provincial

town you could have ... clinic.






d) 1. I can arrange for her to go along to ... public hospital. 2. If she goes to ... hospital now for some treatment and then on to ... sanatorium it ought to be quite all right.

3. Bart made his way carefully up ... red concrete path from ... hospital. 4. She wanted to assure him that everything was perfect here in ... hospital to which he had sent her, and for which he was paying. 5. I am only in ... hospital for four weeks. When I am out of here, I won’t think of it. 6. So long as

I live no one will ever make me go into ... hospital like this again. 7. Miss Blakeley needs ... great deal of

... extra attention. But this is ... sanatorium, not ... hospital. We don’t expect to have to nurse ...

patients. 8. She had ... comfortable room at ... hospital. 9. He reached ... hospital, parked his car and went up to ... ward.

Exercise 11. Use the proper article where necessary. Pay attention to the nouns introduced by the preposition with.

1. “Oh .Harry?” cried ... lad .with ... ripple of ... laughter.

												
	2.
	“Basil!” cried ... lad, clutching ...
	arms of his chair with ...
	trembling hands, and gazing at him

	with ...
	wild, startled eyes. 3. She drew back with
	... haughty gesture, as if he had intended actually to

	touch her. 4. Samuel passed up ...
	square with ...
	rapt expression. 5. Roy could see ...
	things in ... bush

	that no other trapper saw, and could then recount it all with ...
	good story-teller’s fascination for his

	subject. 6. On his way to
	... station William remembered with ...
	fresh pang of disappointment that he

	was taking nothing to ...
	kiddies. 7
	.... eyes were brown, with ...
	straight and eager glance. 8.1 awaited,

	with ...
	sense of ... exhilaration, permanent thing. 9. He was dazed with ... horror. 10. It was
	... little pink

	house with
	... white snow on
	... roof and ... green windows and
	... brown door. 11. ...
	table roared with ...

	hysteric laughter at one of this woman’s anecdotes. 12. My stomach was rumbling with
	... hunger. 13. It

	was always he who inquired with ...
	great anxiety about my health. 14. I looked at it with ...
	incredulous

	delight. 15. Then men, again without ...
	order, scattered through ... farm. 16. She made it impossible for

	Roy to get...
	money without...
	good reason. 17. If only it were possible to love without...
	injury.



Exercise 12. Use the proper article. Pay attention to the noun introduced by the preposition in.

1. Mr Povey put both his hands in his pockets, got up, went to ... window, whistled, and generally behaved in ... manner which foretold worst. 2. In ... united blush they turned away, up ... gradual slope. 3. He was in ... real hurry now, for he knew where he was going and he was willing to take ... chances. 4. He had to keep going west, west of Silver River, even northwest of it in ... giant circle. 5. ... lieutenant explained to me in ... low voice, stabbing ... finger at his map, “Three hundred have been reported in this village here.” 6. ... politics are in ... sad way everywhere, I am told. They certainly are in England. 7. He looked at me in ... puzzled way. 8. Isabel wore ... jersey and her hair in ... plait. 9. Why are you not in ...

uniform? 10. ... houses across streets were in ... ruins. 11. He looked up from his bootlaces in ... agony of

... embarrassment.

12. He looked at Dorian in ... absolute amazement. 13. “Where are those hunters now?” he asked in

... delight. 14. Bareheaded, all in white, with his sleeves rolled up to ... shoulders, he leaped into his place. 15. It was one of those remarks which aren’t funny in black and white but irresistibly comic in ...

actuality. 16. When he opened ... door ... parlour appeared in ... full illumination. 17. At... far end, against... wall, there was ... tall, slender pear-tree in ... fullest, richest bloom.

Exercise 13. Use the proper article. Pay attention to the nouns introduced by the prepositions as and like.






													
	1. I am afraid that Lord Illingworth regards ...
	woman simply as
	... toy. 2. Man of Orizava watched Chief

	keenly, as ... possible rival. 3. Mortified, as ...
	child from whom
	... sixpence is filched, she said: “There’s

	Wilfrid!” 4. He’s sending you back your marriage lines as ...
	gentle reminder. 5. I’m not telling ... story for

	... sake of talking merely, but as
	... warning against ... betting. 6. Russia is considered as ...
	possible

	partner in trade. 7.
	... British security forces operate as ... state within
	... state. 8. Ernest is invariably

	calm ... .
	Nothing is so aggravating as ... calmness. 9. From ...
	plain mortar-bursts rose unchangingly

	smoke as solid as ...
	stone. 10. It seems to me to be simply like ...
	wonderful ending to
	... wonderful play.

	11. Her heart beat like ...
	heavy bell. 12. But it all seemed unreal, like ...
	picture in
	... newspaper. 13....

	sky shone pale, and one bird drifted high like
	... dark fleck in ...
	jewel. 14. From ...
	bridge they had ...

	sudden view of
	... raw gash in ...
	earth; and ...
	hundreds of ...
	men were crawling about it, busy with ...

	minute operations, like ...
	flies in ... great wound. 15. They’re covering this whole area like
	... forestry

	patrol. 16. ... kitchen was large and clean and bright with ...
	electric oven which had ...
	control panel like

	... bomber’s. 17. ... marble floor glittered like
	... water. 18. One watch-tower sank behind, another

	appeared, like ...
	weights on ... balance.
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



Exercise 14. Use the proper article in noun-groups with of-phrase*.

1. At last she smiled and there was in her eyes ... look of ... superhuman love. 2. He could only see ...

rows and rows of ... faces around him. 3. My tongue stuck to ... roof of my mouth and I could hardly articulate. 4. He was ... man of ... most subtle and refined nature, ... man of ... culture, ... charm and ...

distinction. One of ... most intellectual men I ever met. 5. She heard this with ... strange feeling of ...

curiosity and ... wonder. 6. It was ... very proper room for ... manager of ... first-class theatre. 7. By now they came to ... mouth of ... harbour. 8. ... crowd of ... young men, some in jerseys and some in their shirt-sleeves, got out. 9. She was lying asleep there, with her face on ... side of ... pillow. 10. ... odd feeling of ... curiosity made him look through ... key-hole. 11. George said that ... same kind of ... thing, only worse, had happened to him some months ago. 12. She looked ... pretty determined sort of ...

woman. 13. If he had not known she was ... daughter of ... lord, he would have thought her American. 14. Bart could hear ... tinkling of ... china, ... rattling of ... silver, and ... gush of ... anger went through him. 15. Doreen felt ... pang of ... grief at ... thought of her father. 16. He heard ... soft plop of ... lighted gas and ... rattle of ... kettle. 17. Everywhere mingled with ... smell of ... cooking were ... odour of ... stale eau-de-Cologne, ... strong talcum powder and ... sharp smell of ... antiseptics. 18. ... chatter of ... other patients, ... noise of ... wireless, that poured out ... incessant stream of ... advertisements, was maddening. 19. You see she’s ... daughter of ... great friend of mine, ... professional man, ... dentist. 20.

She ought to have been more conscious of her standing as ... wife of ... professional man.

Exercise 15. Comment on the omission of the article in the following examples.

a)1. Less than a year ago, the two of them seemed as close as mother and daughter could be. 2. We were more like brothers than father and son. 3. He was kept busy day and night with plans for his retirement. 4. He got up and began to pace the Turkey carpet, between window and wall. 5. All she knew was that he had been in the army and had lost both leg and eve shortly before the surrender. 6.

Warren Trent’s face reddened with anger, “Don’t play cat and mouse with me!”

b)1. Listening to the minutes and other routine business he let his eyes move from face to face. 2.

They went on from tune to tune till Fleur said: “My God! I am hungry now!”







3. They walked on again, but only hand in hand. 4. Nevill beat his hands on his sides and moved from foot to foot. 5. They went side by side, hand in hand silently towards the hedge. 6. The young man who had been turning his head from side to side became transfixed.

Exercise 16. Comment on the use of the article with abstract nouns.

1. He introduced himself with a smoothness that bypassed my awkwardness. 2. The rhododendrons were upon us. They already looked a little over-blown, a little faded. Theirs was a brief beauty. 3. Mor had a vague curiosity about this young man. 4. Their eyes met in a cold stare. 5. She thought of her girlish dreams sometimes with a smiling sadness. 6. There was a curious pleasure in lying awake in the night when all the rest of the ward was asleep. 7. He had a stubborn desire for his own way which the Committee did not like. 8. His anger rose to a sudden white heat. 9. Owen read the letter with a sudden brightening of his face. 10. He hung up the receiver between satisfaction and an odd irritation. 11. It seemed to him that she had fallen back upon an inner life where he could not penetrate. 12. I hoped that a merciful forgetfulness would help him to take up once more the burden of life. 13. He was conscious that she regarded him with a profound indifference. 14. Don’t bother to make conversation for my benefit. I’m the type that prefers a quiet understanding. 15. If I can teach something to one child, if I can awaken in only one child a sense of beauty, a joy in truth, an admission of ignorance and a thirst for knowledge, then I am fulfilled.

Exercise 17. Comment on the use of articles with personal names.

1. There was a Manson at Queens with me in eighteen eighty. 2. This was not the Beatrice he knew. 3.

Old Jolyon had little Holly on the knees, she had taken possession of his watch. 4. This Pat wasn’t at all like the Pat of his memories. When she smiled, he saw the Pat he had known, the Pat smiling at him from the worn photo that still lay in the pocket against his heart. 5. Between the Macphails and the Davidsons there had arisen the intimacy of shipboard. 6. The late Mrs Spenlow began life as a betweenmaid in a large house.

5. A Forsyte is not an uncommon animal. There are hundreds among the members of this Club. 8. He was not the Maxim I had first met, not the stranger who sat alone at the table in the restaurant. 9. Pardon, but could you tell me if a Mr and Mrs Robinson reside here? 10. She was easy to talk to, unaffected. This was a Magda with whom you could be on friendly terms, who made no demands on you, who met you com-pletely on your own level. 11. “The Mrs Duncaster who’s dead,” said Walter, “is she the one I know?” 12. A strange company assembled in the Burnells’ washhouse after tea.

13. Many years ago I made the acquaintance of a certain Mr William Legrand. 14. Do you know who Rosemary is? - Rosemary? The only Rosemary I know is Rosemary Paine.

15. The Mr Minho? How interesting! I’ve never read anything of yours. 16. Introductions followed, with much talk and laughter amongst the Ivorys, the Freedmans and the Hamptons.

Exercise 18. Use the proper article where necessary.

1. ... room which looked upon ... small garden, was furnished with ... old-fashioned comfort. 2. ... coffee was gray with ... milk and I skimmed ... milk scum off ... top with ... piece of ... bread. 3. They finished ...

meal in ... silence.

4. It’s really hard to judge that sort of ... thing. 5. “Mrs Gibbons,” I said in ... voice trembling with ...

fear and ... anger. 6. Your camera is only ... instrument through which you express your art. 7. ... secret






between those two remained ... secret. 8. She looked about ... drawing-room with ... expression of ...

surprise. 9. Bill was awake and sitting on ... edge of ... bed. 10. We leaned on ... wooden rail of ... bridge and looked up ... river to ... lights of ... big bridges. 11. She came fresh from ... air of ... village, ... light of

... country still in her eyes. 12. Lily sank with ... sign into one of ... shabby leather chairs. 13. ... breakfast con¬sisted >f ... tea, too hot for her to drink, and ... burnt toast with ... .Treat lumps of ... salty unmelted butter. 14. It was ... brilliantly sunny morning and she was walking along ... river bank, ... long beach of yellow sand that sloped into ... water. 15. He was ... chef at ... Atlanta’s only French restaurant. 16. His memory of those times was like ... house where no one lives and where ... furniture has rotted away.

17. They say ... first officer is down, so evidently ... captain passed ... message. 18. ... dinner, ... crew had, consisted of ... salmon, so ... food poisoning was quite possible. 19. ... night he spent in ... air seemed like ... hell. 20. ... shark is ... mystery of ... ocean, ... most dangerous thing among ... fish. 21. ...

back of ... collar and ... upper part of ... shoulders were grey with ... dust. 22. That isn’t ... sort of ... thing she likes. 23. She wore ... jersey sweater and ... tweed skirt and her hair was brushed back like ... boy’s. 24. ... top of ... carriage was up and there were ... drops of ... water on ... driver’s coat. 25. She was still kneeling, trying to take ... hook out of ... mouth of ... fish.

Exercise 19. Comment on the use of articles.

1. The poet was reading something written on a sheet of paper. He was surrounded by other men who looked like assistant producers. 2. Michael went up the stairs two at a time, and entered a large square room, where Mr Blythe, back to the door, was pointing with a ruler to a circle drawn on a map. 3. We were led into a spacious room furnished with the sort of furniture you would find in an English lodginghouse at the seaside. 4. As we know there is often a great difference between the man and the writer. The writer may be bitter, harsh and brutal, while the man may be meek and mild. 5. As the weather grew warmer, the stale and heavy air depressed her more and more, and sometimes in a panic she would wonder what harm it was doing to her. But you couldn’t tell; day after day, night after night, you lay there wondering, and you couldn’t tell. 6. Jan listened to the clinking of glasses as the patients poured themselves drinks, the restless tossing of bodies so long in bed that the night was only a weary extension of the day. 7. When she thought that she would not see Bart for seven days in which the minutes and even the seconds drifted past more slowly than the yellowed leaves fluttering to earth in the windless air, then time was like the ticking of a watch in which the springs had broken. 8. For a moment she stood looking over the garden, over the peace of the sapphire valleys, the stretch of plain like an inland sea between mountain scarps and the coast. For the first time since she had come there the peace no longer frightened her, the solitude no longer oppressed her. 9. The ward held twenty patients inside and a dozen more on the veranda. At first they were merely faces to Bart, sallow faces, bright rosy faces, young faces and old faces, all types from a grandfather of seventy-nine to a boy of twelve. 10. They made a quick breakfast, tea and bread and boiled ham, and were bumping down the road before the sun had struggled through the clouds. 11. When he reached Cincinnati it was snowing, a windy blustery snow. The flakes were coming down thick and fast. The traffic of the city had a muffled sound. 12. On the fourteenth of August, a fresh bright morning, in bustling health and immense spirits, Andrew ran up the steps of the building, the look in his eye that of a man about to conquer London.

Exercise 20. Use the proper article where necessary.

1. London, ... capital of England and ... mother city of ... British empire, is ... largest city in ... world, containing in ... administrative county and ... ring of suburbs nearly 9 million people. 2. ... morning, so fresh and cold, was delicious and for ... moment his eyes wandered out over ... garden with ... friendly glance. 3. Isn’t it possible — can’t I, at least, try to become ... kind of ... daughter and ... granddaughter






that they would like? 4. ... sunburnt man with ... grey beard, in ... white clothes and wearing ... helmet came to meet us.

5. It was ... day in ... late April, and ... sweetness of ... spring was in ... air. 6. ... pleasure was like ...

winter flower, it died swiftly. 7. And they all smiled, as if ... wind had come up suddenly in ... middle of ...

hot afternoon. 8. He felt as fresh in her presence as one who is taken out of ... flash of ... summer to ...

first cool breath of ... spring. 9. ... ring through ... door-bell sounding emphatically through ... empty

house roused her suddenly. 10. Few days after her return to ... town she had ... unpleasant surprise of ...

visit from Mr Rosedale. 11. ... cold, grey sky threatened ... rain, and ...

high wind drove ... dust in ... wild spirals up and down ... streets. 12. In ... tone in which she spoke to her grandnephew, aged three, Miss Marple said, “I have ... very nice catalogue here, with ... pictures.” 13.

He took ... role home to Carrie and handed it to her with ... manner of one who does ... favour. 14. It hummed in her ears as ... melody of ... old song. 15. After ... few moments ... window above him was thrown up and ... head and ... shoulders of ... man protruded. 16. She was ... sort of ... woman who was always bothering about what other people would think. 17. She wasn’t convinced that ... love is necessary to ... successful union. 18. I did not want you to return to ... cold, empty house. So I started ...

fire and brought... few things for you to eat. 19. ... elevators seemed slow this morning, Herbie Chandler thought. Impatiently he pressed ... call button ... second time.

Exercise 21. Use the proper article where necessary.

... basement room of ... bookstore seemed to be enormous; it stretched in ... long rows of ... books off into ... dimness at... either end, with ... books lined in ... tall bookcases along ... walls, and ... books standing in ... piles on ... floor. At ... foot of ... spiral staircase winding down from ... neat small store upstairs, Mr Harris, ... owner and ... sales clerk of ... bookstore, had ... small desk, cluttered with ...

catalogues, lighted by one dirty overhead lamp. ... same lamp served to light ... shelves which crowded heavily around Mr Harris’ desk; farther away, along ... lines of ... book tables, there were other dirty overhead lamps, to be lighted by ... pulling string and turned off by ... customer when he was ready to grope his way back to Mr Harris’ desk, pay for his purchases and have them wrapped. Mr Harris, who knew ... position of any author or any title in all heavy shelves, had one customer at ... moment, ... boy of about eighteen, who was standing far down ... long room directly under one of ... lamps, leafing through ... book he had selected from ... shelves. It was cold in ... big basement room, both Mr Harris and ... boy had their coats on. Occasionally Mr Harris got up from his desk to put ... shove full of ... coal on ... small, iron stove which stood in ... curve of ... staircase. Except when Mr Harris got up, or ... boy turned to put... book into ... shelves and take out another, ... room was quiet, ... books standing silent in

... dim light.

Exercise 22. Use the proper article where necessary.

a) Few, among those who visit India, describe it in ... same terms. ... reason is that... real character of ... country is masked by its continental dimensions.

... country spreads 2,000 miles from ... icy heights of ... Himalayas in ... north to ... tip of ... Cape Comorin in ... tropical south, and about... same distance from ... west to ... east. ... country encompasses ...

geographical conditions,... climate, ... scenery and ... people as diverse as those in Europe or Americas. It has some of ... tallest peaks, ... longest plains and ... wettest, hottest and coldest regions in ... world. But... nature intended India to be ... distinct entity. Marked off from ... mainland of Asia by ... Himalayas






and with ... sea on three sides, it possesses ... unity of its own which has left... impress on ... people’s mode of ... life and ... thought.

b) Legrand took ... paper angrily, and was about to throw it into ... fire when suddenly something in

... drawing attracted his attention. In ... instant his face grew red; in ... other it became white. For some minutes he went on looking at ... paper silently. Then he got up, took ... candle from ... table and carefully examined ... paper, turning it in all directions. At last he took ... notebook from his pocket, put

... paper into it and locked ... book in ... drawer of his writing-table.

c) “Floor please?” ... elevator operator said. He spoke in ... deep voice with ... slight Italian accent.

Tom glanced at him. ... man was wearing ... plum-coloured uniform and had his back turned towards him. He was ... stout, darkcomplexioned man about thirty years old with ... thick black hair only partly covered by ... plum-coloured cap shaped like ... army cap. Across ... back of his thick neck, just visible above his collar, was ... long, thin white scar. There was something startingly familiar about ... slope of his narrow shoulders and ... deep voice. Tom stepped to one side to get ... better look at him, but ...

elevator was getting crowded, and he couldn’t see ... front of ... man’s face.

Exercise 23. Use the proper article where necessary.

a) I looked at ... woman. She was sitting straight opposite me in ... big chair and had just thrown off her hat. She was ... unusual type — weary Madonna describes it best. She had ... fair, almost colourless hair, parted in ... middle and drawn straight down over her ears to ... knot on ... neck. Her face was dead white and yet curiously attractive. She impressed me, I think, as ... most tired person I had ever met.

b) Presently we hailed ... taxi. It put us down before ... brownstone house, narrow and rather high, and you ascended to ... front door by ... flight of ... steep steps. ... door was opened by ... tall stout Negro and we were ushered into ... drawing-room.

c) ... studio was filled with ... rich odours of ... roses, and when ... light summer wind stirred amidst... trees of ... garden, there came through ... open door ... heavy scent of ... lilac, or ... more delicate perfume of ... pink-flowering thorn.

d) Beyond ... river rose ... plateau of ... town. All along ... old walls ... people were standing. Three lines of ... fortifications made three black lines of ... people. Above ... walls there were ... heads in ...

windows of ... houses. At ... far end of ... plateau ... boys had climbed into ... trees.

e) “Rest, my dear - rest. That’s one of ... most important things. There are three doctors in ... illness like yours,” he laughed in ... anticipation of his own joke. “I don’t mean only myself, my partner and ...

radiologist who does your X-rays, three I’m referring to are Dr Rest, Dr Diet and Dr Fresh Air.”

Exercise 24. Use proper article where necessary.

Mrs Hale loved to drive in ... afternoon in ... sun when it was fine, and to satisfy her soul with ... sight of those mansions which she could not afford. When ... winter season had passed and ... first fine days of ...

early spring appeared, Mrs Hale secured ... buggy for ... afternoon and invited Carrie.

At this time of ... year ... days are still short, and ... shadows of ... evening were beginning to settle down upon ... great city. Carrie felt that it was ... lovely day. As they drove along ... smooth pavement...

occasional carriage passed. She saw ... footman dismount, opening ... door for ... gentleman, who seemed to be leisurely returning from some afternoon pleasure. Across ... broad lawns she saw ... lamps faintly glowing upon ... rich interiors. Now it was ... chair, now ... table, now ... ornate corner, which met
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